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EDITORIAL 
 

WRITING FOR THE GHANA MEDICAL JOURNAL 
 
The Ghana Medical Journal is a peer-reviewed journal 
publishing quality manuscripts on all aspects of health, 
health care and the medical sciences. It is published in 
English language and receives manuscripts from many 
countries. In recent times the editorial office has had to 
un-submit manuscripts because the basic requirements 
have not been followed. Un-submission does not mean 
rejection. It offers the author(s) an opportunity to re-
write their manuscript according to journal guidelines. 
The journal expects that authors will consult the guide-
lines for authors at our website www.ghanamedj.org 
before initiating action on their manuscripts. Recently 
we have noticed an increase in the number of manu-
scripts that do not follow the submission requirements. 
The commonest cause of un-submission are unsigned 
or no cover letters; and incomplete manuscript re-
quirement. This editorial seeks to remind potential au-
thors of some of the important requirements of the 
journal. Failure to follow the guidelines delays pro-
cessing and may sometimes result in rejection of the 
manuscript. 
 
Submission of manuscripts is now almost entirely 
through our online submission platform at 
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/gma-gmj All manu-
scripts should be submitted with the full list of authors, 
who must all sign the cover letter. Manuscripts without 
signed cover letters are un-submitted with an e-mail 
that explains the reasons for the decision and infor-
mation on how to improve the submission. 
 
The electronic manuscript submission system provides 
a checklist that requires authors to confirm actions such 
as  

a) Confirm that the manuscript has been submit-
ted solely to this journal and is not published, 
in press, or submitted elsewhere 

b) Confirm that all the research meets the ethical 
guidelines, including adherence to the legal 
requirements of the study country 

c) Confirm that you have prepared (a) a com-
plete text and (b) complete text minus the title 
page, acknowledgements, and any running 
headers of author names, to allow blinded re-
view and  

d) Indicate any conflict of interest 

These requirements are important in the assessment of 
the manuscript and must be addressed fully and accu-
rately. 
 
The manuscripts should be prepared using Microsoft 
Office® suite. Tables should also follow the rows and 
column format, and not tabs and spacing. Legends for 
Tables and Figures must describe the contents; and 
referred to in the script. The onus is on authors to en-
sure that citations are accordingly reflected in the list of 
references; and that the citation and reference list con-
form with the journal guidelines. 
 
All submissions, except correspondence relating to 
published articles, are submitted to external peer re-
view. The journal has a database of reviewers with 
expertise in the subject areas promoted by the journal. 
Normally, a minimum of two reviewers will be used. 
Peer review is done anonymously. It is for this reason 
that the journal requires one manuscript devoid of au-
thor names, affiliations, acknowledgements and other 
markings that will identify the authors or institutions; 
and a full manuscript with authors’ credentials and 
acknowledgement.  The two versions of the manuscript 
should include the Title, Summary and Keywords. The 
former manuscript is for anonymous review.  
 
Our workflow defines deadlines for various section of 
the process. The system locks you out when the dead-
line expires. In the event that there is a delay, the edito-
rial office should be informed and an extension may be 
granted. Authors are encouraged to familiarize them-
selves with submission requirements to avoid unneces-
sary delays. 
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